
Diocese of Cleveland       1/1/2019 
1404 East 9Th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
 
Dear Bishop Perez, 
 
As we enter a new year I would like to draw your attention to the horrific humanitarian crisis 
that exists within the boundaries of the Diocese of Cleveland. In 2018, over 10000 legal 
immigrants were murdered. No, they were not attempting to enter the United States. These 
refugees were United States citizens who simply wished to migrate from their mother’s womb 
to pursue their “inalienable right to life”.  These immigrants are the forgotten, our most 
vulnerable and defenseless brothers and sisters in Christ, who relied on us to protect them.  
 
This horrific humanitarian crisis is not limited to the destruction of our brothers and sisters, so 
beautifully created by God in His image and likeness. It extends well beyond to the mothers and 
fathers, and to their families, permanently scarred spiritually, emotionally and physically.  It has 
led to the moral decay of our own Catholic Church and our society who has swept this horrific 
destruction of life “under the rugs” with an “out of sight, out of mind” attitude.   
 
Unfortunately, this disease of complacency appears to have affected the Diocese of Cleveland 
as it does not appear to place the “sanctity of human life in the womb” on the same pedestal as 
it does feeding the poor, clothing the naked, and sheltering the homeless.  Sixty three (63) 
years ago I was born in the same building that now houses Catholic Charities.  Within the 
bowels of this building exist “The Office of Human Life (Pro-Life)”, the only diocesan investment 
and focal point designed to protect the 10000 immigrants in the womb. This office is poorly 
funded and staffed by one person, Peggy Gerovac. I have personally met with Peggy Gerovac, 
Director of The Office of Human Life (Pro-Life), several times on behalf of myself and H.E.L.P. 
(St. Helen, Edward, Lucy Pro-life Apostolate). We have offered to help and assist her with the 
goal of protecting all innocent human lives, including our brothers and sisters in the womb. We 
have offered to help her construct a comprehensive pro-life web page similar to the one we 
use, www.prolifehelp.org. All of this has fallen on deaf ears.  
 
Bishop Perez, I am pleading to you as the “Bishop of Migrants”, to help protect the 10000 
refugees who are being murdered annually within the Diocese of Cleveland. As our shepherd, I 
am looking to you for guidance and direction in ways to protect the “sanctity of all human life, 
from the moment of conception to the time of natural death, including those in the womb”.  
While the diocese invests heavily through Catholic Charities to protect human life once God’s 
creation is born, it has abandoned the most vulnerable and defenseless nestled in the womb 
waiting to see the light of day.   
 



May God bless you, and His Spirit direct you, as you reflect upon this horrific humanitarian 
crisis. Let it be known that I, and all at H.E.L.P. (St. Helen, Edward, Lucy Pro-life Apostolate), are 
at your beck and call and would love to meet with you and Peggy Gerovac to share ideas on 
how we, together, can protect the sanctity of all human life.   As a wise bishop once stated, 
“May the compassion of Christ fill us with the wisdom and courage to do the right thing in 
addressing this urgent humanitarian need”.  
 
Your Brother in Christ,  
 
Michael A Hollowell 
Co-Chairman of H.E.L.P. (St. Helen, Edward, Lucy Pro-life Apostolate)      
www.prolifehelp.org 

440-693-4094(home) 

 

Statement of Interfaith Leaders of Northeastern Ohio on 11/28/2018 

“As interfaith leaders, we stand firmly and faithfully in the belief that each human being is to be 
accorded the dignity of a creature of God. It is God to whom we owe our ultimate existence and dignity. 
We also believe human beings constitute one human family which demands we speak out and for all 
humans who have been created in the image of God. These beliefs transcend all political and cultural 
realities.” 

 


